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Panelists

• Michele Pistone, Professor of Law, Villanova University; 
Founding Faculty Director, VIISTA; and Director, Clinic for 
Asylum, Refugee & Emigrant Services

• Mary Ann McLean, Student at VIISTA (Villanova Interdisciplinary 
Immigration Studies Training for Advocates)

• Ariel Prado, Defend Asylum Program Director, Innovation Law 
Lab

• Ian Philabaum, Director of Border Programs, Innovation Law Lab
• Jillian Jin, AmeriCorps VISTA, Pro Bono Net
• Pat Malone, Associate Director, Immigration Advocates Network
• Moderator: Sukti Dhital, Executive Director, Robert and Helen 

Bernstein Institute for Human Rights, New York University 
School of Law

What is Legal Empowerment
More than 5 billion people live without access to meaningful justice. 

Legal empowerment strives for a different world -- a rights-based 
methodology that centers people in their own fight for justice and creates 
opportunities to know, use, shape, and transform the laws and systems that 
impact people’s lives. The field gets its roots from the anti-apartheid movement 
in South Africa and now is a global movement with 2300+ organizations in at 
least 190 countries committed to community-led justice. 

KEY:community in the lead, creating dynamic and diverse justice ecosystems

https://bf889554-6857-4cfe-8d55-8770007b8841.filesusr.com/ugd/90b3d6_746fc8e4f9404abeb994928d3fe85c9e.pdf
https://bf889554-6857-4cfe-8d55-8770007b8841.filesusr.com/ugd/90b3d6_746fc8e4f9404abeb994928d3fe85c9e.pdf
https://bf889554-6857-4cfe-8d55-8770007b8841.filesusr.com/ugd/90b3d6_746fc8e4f9404abeb994928d3fe85c9e.pdf
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Justice Power

Justice Power is a network of 
organizers, and lawyers who engage in 
community-centered approaches to build 
power and advance immigrant justice. 

Justice Power uplifts the work of 

immigration organizations in the U.S. who 
partner with communities to know, use, 
shape, and transform the laws and systems 
that impact their lives. 

➢ Documentation of methods 
➢ Teach-ins on legal 

empowerment strategies
➢ Participatory research
➢ Advocacy

JusticePower.org

A multi-year documentation project to identify legal empowerment 
strategies that organizations use to advance immigrant justice. Website 
contains information on methods, organizational profiles, resources, and 
multi-media. 

VIISTA
(Villanova Interdisciplinary Immigration Studies 

Training for Advocates)

Founder, Professor Michele Pistone
@profpistone

Mary Ann McLean, VIISTA Student

immigrantadvocate.villanova.edu

Scholarships: https://www.rightsofthepoor.org/viista-scholarship-program

(for students affiliated with orgs)

https://www.rightsofthepoor.org/viista-scholarship-program
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More info . . .

Professor Michele Pistone
@profpistone

pistone@law.villanova.edu

immigrantadvocate.villanova.edu

Scholarships: https://www.rightsofthepoor.org/viista-scholarship-program

(for students affiliated with orgs)

Every case that should win, does win, every time, everywhere

Defend Asylum: Court Watch
Ariel Prado

--------------------------------------------------------

Border Programs: CajaFuerte
Ian Philabaum

https://www.rightsofthepoor.org/viista-scholarship-program
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CajaFuerte

CajaFuerte

CajaFuerte
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More info

Court Watch
courtwatch.lawlab.cc/about

ariel@lawlab.cc

-----------------------------------------
CajaFuerte
ian@lawlab.cc

Immigration Advocates Network

Pro Bono Net Projects: 

About Citizenshipworks

Citizenshipworks offers a user-friendly, mobile-responsive 

interface that simplifies the form to apply for U.S Citizenship 

(Form N-400). 

After the form is completed, it connects applicants with a 

nonprofit legal service provider for legal assistance - as needed.

Provides individualized citizenship assistance, while empowering 

the applicant to own the application process. 

https://www.citizenshipworks.org/en

http://courtwatch.lawlab.cc/about
mailto:ariel@lawlab.cc
mailto:ian@lawlab.cc
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About Immi

Immi was created by Immigration Advocates Network, Immigrant 

Legal Resource Center, and Pro Bono Net. 

It provides an online screening tool, plain language legal information, 

the "make a plan" interview, and referrals to nonprofit legal services 

organizations. 

The goal is to empower undocumented immigrants and allies to 

understand their rights and legal options. 

https://www.immi.org/en

LawHelp is a program of Pro Bono Net. It is a national, online 

resource that helps people find local legal aid programs, answers to 

questions about legal rights, court information, self-help tools, and 

more. 

Visitors can navigate the page for legal help assistance in their area 

by clicking on their state or territory on the site’s map.

Increases access for those in hard-to-reach areas so they can achieve 

justice on their own.

About LawHelp 

https://www.lawhelp.org

About LawHelp Interactive

LHI is a program of Pro Bono Net. It allows people representing 

themselves to prepare their own legal documents and pleadings 

online for free. 

Interviews and templates created by legal experts at legal aid 

programs, courts, and their partner organizations. 

Increases opportunities for those without an attorney to achieve 

justice on their own.

Supports collaborations between legal aid programs, libraries and 

community organizations to increase self-help.

https://lawhelpinteractive.org
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Questions?
(Use the chat box on the right of your screen to ask questions.)

Thank you!

To learn more visit JusticePower.org


